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Where can Sociology take you? 
 
Sociology is a great subject choice for people who want a career in social work, nursing or medicine. The 
subject is also useful in a number of other careers, like marketing, advertising, PR, journalism, law or 
teaching. 
 
 
Will I enjoy Sociology? 

Sociology draws on the same skill set as the other humanities subjects: analysis, evaluation and 
interpretation. If you have enjoyed your KS3 humanities lessons (History, geography, ERP, citizenship) then 
you may well enjoy sociology. 

What is Sociology? 
 
Common misconception 1: 
 
“Sociology is just about ideas” 
Sociology is the study of society and of people and their behaviour. It is an evidence-based subject, which 
means that it is not just about the sociologist’, or your, personal opinion– all theories must be backed up by 
evidence from methodically conducted research.  
 
Common misconception 2: 
 
“It’s an easy subject” 
Sociology is an academic subject, requiring good analytical and evaluative skills. You are going to be 
required to remember and evaluate sociological theories and research examples. 
 
 
Sociology has practical applications 
If we know what causes a social problem (such as educational under achievement) we can use that 
knowledge to design social policies to improve the situation (such as compensatory education policies – 
Sesame Street came from one of these!) 
 
 
Why study Sociology? 
Studying sociology offers insights into social and cultural issues. It helps you develop a multi-perspective, 
and critical approach to understanding issues around culture, identity, religion, crime, families and social 
power. More than once during the course you’re bound to ask yourself the question “why has society 
developed like this? With poverty, ignorance, crime and injustice?” GCSE sociology is a great place to 
develop a critical understanding of the world around you. It challenges you to look at the world from varying 
points of view, some of which you will agree with, others not. The job of a sociology student is to appraise 
all the perspectives equally, regardless of your personal feelings. This is a great way to really develop your 
own ideas, as you will be required to put them under the spotlight to see if they hold up.  
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Paul Willis (1977) 
Researched a small group of “Lads” in a Midland’s school. He looked at how they interacted with each 
other and with the teachers and other pupils at the school. He discovered a working class counter-culture 
that branded the conformist boys as “ear’oles” and that found school boring and meaningless and so 
flouted its values and rules. 

 

Karl Marx (1844)  
Religion “is the opium of the people. It is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless world, 
the soul of soulless conditions, the spirit of a spiritless situation.” For Marx, religion dulls the pain of the 
oppression and alienation caused by Capitalism. It promises an afterlife with no pain to compensate for the 
pain of living. 
 
 

Robert Merton (1968)  
Merton argues that crime exists because all members of society share the same goals, but not all have the same access to 
those goals. His “strain theory” says that there are different reactions to society, depending on whether individuals have access 
to both the shared goals and the accepted means to achieve those goals. Some reactions (for example, wanting the goals, but  
not having access to the accepted means to achieve them) are more likely to lead to deviant behaviour than others. 
 

 

The Course  

The GCSE course in Sociology lasts for two years. There are two exams (1 hour 45mins) that are sat in 
June of Year 11. There is no coursework. 

Paper 1: Family, Education and Methods in context 

You’ll consider the role of the family in the UK today, looking at different perspectives on the functions of 
the family. You will also look at changes in the structure of the family and the roles carried out by its 
members.  

You’ll consider the role of education in society. For example as part of your studies you’ll look into gender 
and ethnicity differences in school achievement.  

You’ll learn to apply sociological research methods to the study of both the family and education. 

Paper 2: Crime and Deviance and Social Stratification 

You’ll learn about criminal and deviant behaviour, including factors that might lead a person to follow this 
path in life and how the media portrays them. You’ll ask the question “what is class?” and learn about ideas 
of whether or not it is possible to change class, and how easy or hard that may be. You will ask questions 
about what causes class and who, if anyone, it benefits.  

You’ll learn to apply sociological research methods to the study of both the crime and stratification. 

Auguste Comte – One of the 
Founding Fathers of 
Sociology and the first to 
coin the term “sociology” 


